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(57) ABSTRACT

A beverage container closure or lid adapted for closing an
open end of a beverage container. The lid is couplable to the
beverage container and includes a selectively openable stop-
per that when closed, creates a fluid-tight seal between the
beverage container and the environment. The stopper may be
opened by pressing a button disposed on a side of the bever-
age container closure. The stopper is subsequently automati-
cally closed when the button is released. Thus, the user may
open and close the beverage container closure using a single
hand without the need to remove the beverage container clo-
sure from the beverage container. The beverage container
closure includes an actuating lever configured to press the
button when a user applies a force to the lever. By utilizing the
mechanical advantage provided by the lever, a user is able to
selectively open and close the stopper using a relatively low
amount of force.
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1
BEVERAGE CONTAINER CLOSURE WITH
VENTING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is directed generally to lids for liquid
storage vessels such as for beverage or food containers and
more particularly to lids with movable components that
include an actuating lever and pressure-venting features.

2. Description of the Related Art

Prior art lids are typically of one of three types. The first
type is a solid unitary lid that does not include openings or
apertures through which the contents of a liquid storage ves-
sel may exit the vessel. To drink from the vessel, a user must
remove the lid. The second type, which may also be of a
unitary construction, includes one or more unobstructed aper-
tures through which the liquid may exit the vessel. In the
second type, the apertures are always open. If the vessel is
inadvertently tipped or dropped, the contents of the vessel
may spill. The third type of lid includes one or more apertures
through which the liquid may exit the vessel and a means for
selectively opening and closing the apertures. When using the
third type of lid, the user may selectively open the apertures to
remove the contents from the vessel and selectively close the
apertures to maintain the contents inside the vessel. Further,
by closing the apertures, the 1id may help insulate the contents
from the environment outside the vessel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a top right side perspective view of a beverage
container closure having a lever selectively disposed in a
cover position to cover a drinking opening in the beverage
container closure.

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the beverage container
closure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a right side elevational view of the beverage
container closure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a left side elevational view of the beverage con-
tainer closure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a rear elevational view of the beverage container
closure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a top plan view of the beverage container closure
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a bottom plan view of the beverage container
closure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8A is atop right side perspective view of the beverage
container closure of FIG. 1 with the lever rotated away from
the drinking opening and into an actuating position to provide
a user with access to the drinking opening.

FIG. 8B is a right side elevational view of the beverage
container as shown in FIG. 8A.

FIG. 8C is a top right side perspective view of the beverage
container closure of FIG. 1 when the lever is pressed inward
by a user, which causes a stopper of the beverage container
closure to move into an open position.

FIG. 8D is a right side elevational view of the beverage
container as shown in FIG. 8C.

FIG. 9 is an enlarged top plan view of the beverage con-
tainer closure of FIG. 8A.

FIG.10is an enlarged cross-sectional right side elevational
view of the beverage container closure of FIG. 1 taken sub-
stantially along the line 10-10 of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 11A is a sectional view taken substantially along the
line 11A-11A of FIG. 9 with the stopper in the closed posi-
tion.

FIG. 11B is a sectional view taken substantially along the
line 11B-11B of FIG. 9 with the stopper in the opened posi-
tion.

FIG. 12 is an enlarged, exploded perspective view of a
stopper assembly of the beverage container closure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 13A is an enlarged top plan view of the beverage
container closure of FIG. 8A.

FIG. 13B is a sectional view taken substantially along the
line 13B-13B of FIG. 13A with no force being applied to the
lever so that the stopper and a vent seal of the beverage
container closure are in a sealed position.

FIG. 13C is a sectional view taken substantially along the
line 13B-13B of FIG. 13 A when a user has begun applying a
force to the lever sufficient to move vent seal into an open
position but the stopper remains in the sealed position.

FIG. 13D is a sectional view taken substantially along the
line 13B-13B of FIG. 13 A when a user has applied a force to
the lever sufficient to move the stopper and the vent seal into
an open position as shown in FIGS. 8C and 8D.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
Overview

Embodiments of the present invention are directed to bev-
erage container closures or lids that are adapted for closing an
open end of a beverage container. The lids are selectively
couplable to the beverage container and include a selectively
openable stopper that when closed, creates a fluid-tight seal
between the beverage container and the environment. A user
pressing a button disposed on a side of the beverage container
closure may selectively open the stopper. The stopper is sub-
sequently automatically closed when the user releases the
button. Thus, the user may open and close the beverage con-
tainer closure using a single hand without the need to remove
the beverage container closure from the beverage container.

The beverage container closures described herein include
an actuating lever configured to press the button when a user
applies an inward force to the lever. By utilizing the mechani-
cal advantage provided by the lever, a user is able to selec-
tively open and close the stopper using a relatively low
amount of hand force compared to directly pressing the but-
ton. This feature can be desirable for users that are not able or
do not wish to use a relatively large amount of force to open
the stopper of the beverage container closure by pressing
directly on a relatively small button. The operation of the
actuating lever is discussed below with reference primarily to
FIGS. 8A, 8B, 8C, and 8D.

Embodiments of the present invention are also directed to
systems and methods for providing pressure venting for a
beverage container closure or lid. When a hot liquid such as
coffee is stored in a closed beverage container, the pressure
inside the beverage container builds. Due to this pressure, for
some beverage containers there is a potential for liquid or gas
to be expelled or spray from an opening in the beverage
container when it is opened by a user (e.g., for drinking from
the beverage container). Embodiments of the invention dis-
closed herein are also directed to venting mechanisms for
beverage container closures that prevent the spray of liquid or
gas from a drink hole or vent hole of beverage container
closures when the beverage container closures are opened by
a user (e.g., to drink a beverage therefrom). Initially, with
reference to FIGS. 1-12, a beverage container closure or lid
that includes an exemplary venting mechanism is described
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generally. Afterward, with reference to FIGS. 13A,13B, 13C,
and 13D, the venting mechanism of the beverage container
closure is described in detail.

Beverage Container Closure

A beverage container closure or lid, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention, is generally indicated
by reference numeral 10 in FIG. 1. The 1lid 10 has a generally
cylindrical main body 12 that is adapted for closing an open
end of a conventional drinking vessel or beverage container 8
(shown in dashed lines for illustrative purposes). The bever-
age container 8 may be any suitable type of container such as
the tumbler type (that is, without a handle) for use in auto-
motive beverage receptacles, or for transport in backpacks,
book bags, and the like. The lid 10 is selectively couplable to
the beverage container 8 by any suitable means such as
threads 54 disposed on an outer surface of a sidewall 52 of a
lower, downwardly depending portion 50 of the main body
12. The lid 10 also includes a flexible O-ring seal member 56
(see FIG. 2) positioned adjacent the sidewall 52 of the lower
portion 50 at a location near a bottom surface of an upper
portion 14 of the main body 12. The particular configuration
for mating the 1id 10 to the container 8 is a matter of choice for
one of ordinary skill in the art. Thus, although threads 54 and
the seal member 56 have been shown in this embodiment,
those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that any other
means for attaching and sealing the 1id 10 with respect to the
beverage container 8 may be substituted.

As best seen in FIG. 8A, the upper portion 14 of the main
body 12 also includes a forward lip portion 70 configured for
contact with a user’s lips when the entire assembly is tipped
toward the user, such that the user may drink from the bever-
age container 8 to which the lid 10 is attached. The upper
portion 14 also includes an aperture or drinking opening 64
configured to permit fluid passage therethrough when a user
drinks a beverage.

Fluid communication between the upper portion 14 and the
interior of the beverage container 8 is controlled by way of a
selectively openable stopper assembly 100, which may best
be viewed in FIG. 12. The stopper assembly 100 includes a
stopper 110 having a raised portion 112 configured for attach-
ment of a stopper seal 102 thereto (e.g., by a press fit). The
stopper seal 102 may be formed from a flexible material and
is shaped to be positioned over a top surface 114 of the raised
portion 112. Below the raised portion 112 of the stopper 110
is an angled base or body portion 115. Further, extending in a
downward direction from the body portion 115 of the stopper
110 is a circumferential sidewall 118. The sidewall 118 is
configured to engage a stopper cap 170.

The stopper 110 also comprises an upwardly extending
cylindrical wall 111 (see FIGS. 10 and 12) sized to be slightly
larger than a downwardly extending cylindrical wall 13 of the
upper portion 14 of the main body 12, such that the walls 13
and 111 may move axially freely in telescoping fashion with
respect to each other when the lid 10 is operated by a user as
described below. The stopper 110 also includes a pair of
spaced apart cam followers 119A and 119B having respective
cam follower surfaces 122A and 122B (see FIGS. 12, 13B,
13C, and 13D) disposed on the base portion 115 of the stopper
on opposing sides of the upwardly extending cylindrical wall
111. The functionality of the cam followers 119A and 119B is
described herein below.

As may best be viewed in FIG. 10, the stopper cap 170
includes a raised portion 172 configured to fit within the
circumferential sidewall 118 of the stopper 110. The stopper
cap 170 further includes an opening defined by an annular-
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shaped edge 176, and a bottom surface 174. These features
are described below. When the stopper cap 170 is coupled to
the stopper 110, an interior hollow region 123 is formed. To
provide insulation between the interior of the beverage con-
tainer 8 and the environment, an insulating substance, such as
a ring of styrene, may be placed within the interior hollow
region 123 of the stopper 110. The stopper cap 170 may be
fixedly or removably coupled to the stopper 110.

The stopper assembly 100 also includes a stopper cover
150 (see FIGS. 10 and 12) configured for retaining the stopper
assembly within a hollow interior region 36 of the main body
12. The stopper cover 150 includes a base portion 152 includ-
ing multiple spaced apart apertures or openings 156 (see FIG.
3) disposed therein to allow for fluid passage therethrough.
Further, the stopper cover 150 comprises an upwardly extend-
ing substantially cylindrically-shaped rod 161 terminating
with an engagement portion 162 with external threads. As
shown, the rod 161 passes through the opening defined by the
annular-shaped edge 176 in the stopper cap 170, and through
a downwardly extending cylindrical wall 121 of the stopper
110, where it is threadably engaged with an interiorly
threaded stopper cover engagement portion 22 of the down-
wardly extending cylindrical wall 13 of the upper portion 14
of the main body 12, thereby securing the stopper cover 150
(and the other components of the stopper assembly 100) to the
main body 12 of the lid 10. Stopper cover handles 157 are
provided so a user can easily grip and rotate the stopper cover
150 to threadably engage the rod 161 with the stopper cover
engagement portion 22.

As may best be viewed in FIG. 10, the stopper assembly
100 further includes a stopper biasing member 144 (in the
illustrated embodiment, a spring) configured for biasing the
stopper 110 upward into the closed position which provides a
fluid-tight seal for the lid 10. The stopper biasing member 144
is sized to have a diameter that is slightly larger than the
upwardly extending substantially cylindrically-shaped rod
161 of the stopper cover 150, such that the stopper biasing
member may be positioned over the rod 161 and between a
top surface 155 of the base portion 152 of the stopper cover
150 and an inner bottom surface 174 of the stopper cap 170
(see FIG. 10).

As may best be viewed in FIGS. 11A, 11B, and 12, the
stopper assembly 100 further includes an actuating member
130 configured for acting on the cam followers 119A and
119B of the stopper 110 to selectively move the stopper
between the opened position and the closed position. The
actuating member 130 includes first and second cam surfaces
133 A and 133B (or “stopper engagement portions™) spaced
apart from each other and configured for slidable engagement
with the first and second cam followers 119A and 119B (or
“actuating member engagement portions”), respectively, of
the stopper 110. The cam surfaces 133A and 133B are each
ramp-shaped and are angled downward from a distal end 134
toward a proximal end 132 of the actuating member 130 (see
FIGS. 11A and 11B). As described below, the cam surfaces
133A and 133B engage the surfaces of the cam followers
119A and 119B, respectively, to move the stopper 110
between the upward closed and lowered opened positions
(shown in FIGS. 11A and 11B, respectively).

The actuating member 130 further includes a rod 140 (see
FIG. 12) disposed at the proximal end 132 having a base
portion 140A and a button coupling portion 140B. The button
coupling portion 140B of the rod 140 is sized and shaped to be
inserted (e.g., press fit) into a recessed portion of a button 30
(see FIG. 10) configured to permit a user to actuate the actu-
ating member 130 by simply pressing the button inward or by
applying a force to a lever 180 to press the button inward, as
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will be discussed below. Further, as discussed in detail below,
a venting wiper seal member 28 (see FIGS. 10, 12, and
13B-D) is disposed around the base portion 140A of the rod
140.

The operation of the stopper assembly 100 is now
described with reference to FIGS. 11A and 11B, which show
cut-away right side elevational views of the lid 10 when the
stopper 110 is in the sealed or closed position (FIG. 11A) and
the opened position (FIG. 11B). As can be seen, the stopper
assembly 100 is positioned within the hollow interior region
36 of the main body 12. The engagement portion 162 of the
stopper cover 150 is engaged with the stopper cover engage-
ment portion 22 of the downwardly extending cylindrical
wall 13 of the upper portion 14 disposed in the hollow interior
region 36 of'the main body 12 (see FIG. 10). For example, the
stopper cover 150 may be threadably engaged with the main
body 12 to retain the stopper cover and the other components
of the stopper assembly 100.

As shown in FIG. 11A, the stopper seal 102 is in sealing
contact with the stopper seal engagement portion 68 that
defines the drinking opening 64 of the main body 12. In this
regard, when the stopper 110 is in the closed position shown
in FIG. 11A, the stopper seal 102 is pressed against the
stopper seal engagement portion 68 of the main body 12 by
the biasing member 144 to provide a fluid-tight seal between
the container 8 to which the lid 10 is attached and the envi-
ronment.

The actuating member 130 is situated such that the firstand
second cam surfaces 133 A and 133B are aligned over the first
and second cam follower surfaces 122A and 122B of the cam
followers 119A and 119B, respectively, of the stopper 110.
The rod 140 of the actuating member 130 is situated within an
actuating member opening 25 (also referred to as a “button
tunnel”) in arear portion 20 (see FIGS. 10 and 12) of the main
body 12 formed by a circumferential wall 26 (or actuating
member opening wall). As shown in FIG. 10, the venting
wiper seal member 28 is disposed around the base portion
140A of the rod 140 and inward of the circumferential wall 26
inside the button tunnel 25 to provide a fluid-tight seal
between the environment and the hollow interior region 36 of
the main body 12 when positioned in the button tunnel 25. In
turn, the button 30 coupled to the button coupling portion
140B of the rod 140 of the actuating member 130 (e.g., by a
press fit) to allow a user to actuate the actuating member by
pressing inward on the button, either directly or by pressing
on the lever 180 as described below. A button biasing member
32 (e.g., a spring) is positioned over the circumferential wall
26 in a space 34 between the wall 26 and a surrounding outer
wall 24 forming a recess in the rear portion 20 of the main
body 12. The button biasing member 32 is operative to bias
the button 30 and the actuating member 130 coupled thereto
to the outward position shown in FIG. 11A which corre-
sponds to the closed position of the stopper 110 and tends to
move the actuating member 130 toward that position.

In operation, a user may cause the button 30 to be moved
inward which in turn causes the actuating member 130 to be
displaced in an inward, substantially horizontal direction
(from the right to the left in the views shown in FIGS. 11A and
11B). As the actuating member 130 is displaced, the first and
second cam surfaces 133 A and 133B of the actuating member
130 slidably engage the surfaces 122A and 122B of the first
and second cam followers 119A and 119B, respectively, of
the stopper 110. Since the first and second cam surfaces 133A
and 133B each slope downward from the distal end 134
toward the proximal end 132 of the actuating member 130, the
surfaces of the first and second cam followers 119A and 119B
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(and thus the stopper 110) are moved in a downward direction
as the actuating member 130 is displaced inward, as shown in
FIG. 11B.

As the stopper 110 is moved in a downward direction, a gap
38 (see FIG. 11B) is formed between the stopper seal 102 and
the stopper seal engagement portion 68 of the main body 12
such that fluid may pass through the drinking opening 64.
Additionally, as the actuating member 130 is displaced
inward, the wiper seal member 28 exits the button tunnel 25,
which provides a passage between the outer environment and
the hollow interior portion 36 ofthe main body 12. The timing
of the operation of the sealing members 28, 102, and 117 is
discussed below in the section describing the venting mecha-
nism.

It should be appreciated that although in this embodiment
the actuating member 130 includes the cam surfaces 133A
and 133B and the stopper 110 includes the cam followers
119A and 119B, in other embodiments the actuating member
130 may include one or more cam followers and the stopper
110 may include one or more corresponding cam surfaces.

Actuating Lever

As discussed above, the lid 10 also comprises the selec-
tively rotatable, exterior actuating lever 180 pivotally
engaged with the upper portion 14 of the main body 12. In
some embodiments, the lever 180 is selectively rotatable
between a cover position (see FIGS. 1-7) and an actuating
position (see FIGS. 8A-D). In other embodiments, the lever
180 may be pivotally coupled to the main body 12 but is not
movable into a position wherein it covers the drinking open-
ing 64. The lever 180 includes, an upper surface 182 (facing
upward when in the cover position, and laterally inward in the
actuating position), a bottom surface 185 (facing downward
when in the cover position, but laterally outward in the actu-
ating position, see FIG. 8A), a forward portion 184, and a lid
coupling portion 186. The lid coupling portion 186 is config-
ured to receive a pin 183 through an aperture that extends
between lever coupling portions 75A and 75B of the 1id 10.
The pin 183 also extends through apertures 76 A and 76B in
the lever coupling portions 75A and 75B, respectively, to
form a hinge 191 (see FIGS. 8 A-8D) between the lid 10 and
the lever 180.

When in the cover position shown in FIGS. 1-7, the lever
180 is positioned partially within a recessed portion 63 in the
lid and between inner sidewalls 71A and 71B (see FIGS. 8A
and 12). Thus, when the lever 180 in the cover position, the
upper-most surface of the lid 10 is formed by a right upper
surface 73 A, the upper surface 182 of'the lever 180, and a left
upper surface 73B. When in the cover position, the lever 180
is positioned over and is operative to cover the opening 64
when a user is not in the process of drinking a beverage. As
shown in FIGS. 2-4, the forward portion 184 is disposed over
the forward lip portion 70 when in the cover position. The
inner sidewalls 71A and 71B include respective detents or
recesses 67A and 67B (see FIGS. 8A and 12) configured to
releasably receive corresponding protrusions 181A and 181B
disposed on the lever 180. The protrusions 181A and 181B
may be somewhat flexible so that they compress inward for
engagement with the recesses 67A and 67B, respectively,
followed by return toward their original position or shape to
accomplish the interference required to latch the lever 180 to
the main body 12 of'the 1id 10. This “snap fit” feature is useful
because it allows the lever 180 to be selectively and releasably
latched to the lid 10 in the cover position without requiring
any screws, clips, adhesives, or other joining methods. That
is, the protrusions 67A and 67B and the recesses 181A and
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181B are molded into the main body 12 and the lever 180,
respectively, so additional parts are not needed to join them
together.

In operation, a user may selectively rotate the lever 180
from the cover position (see FIGS. 8A and 8B) to the actuat-
ing position (see FIGS. 8C and 8D) wherein the lever does not
cover the opening 64. In the actuating position of FIGS. 8C
and 8D, the user may apply a force (F,) to the lever 180 at a
user force application portion 189, which causes a button
contact portion 187 of the lever positioned between the pin
183 of the lid coupling portion 186 and the user force appli-
cation portion to apply a laterally inward force (F,) to move
the button 30 laterally inward so that the user may operate the
lid 10 to drink a beverage or other fluid housed in the con-
tainer 8 to which the 1id is attached. This position is depicted
in FIGS. 8C and 8D, which show that a user applies the force
(F,) to the force application portion 189 to move the lever 180
laterally inward toward the body of the beverage container 8.
Since the force application portion 189 of the lever 180 is
positioned at a location where a user would normally hold the
beverage container 8, the user can easily operate the lever by
using a finger to “squeeze” the lever toward the beverage
container.

As shown in FIG. 8D, the lever 180 provides a mechanical
advantage that enables the user to actuate the stopper 110
using less force than is required by directly depressing the
button 30. The hinge 191 and the lever 180 form a “Class 2
lever” that amplifies the force (F,) applied by the user at the
user force application portion 189 into the force (F,) applied
to the button 30 at the button contact portion 187. As will be
appreciated, this occurs because the distance (L, ) between the
user force application portion 189 of the lever 180 and the pin
183 of the hinge 191 is greater than the distance (L,) between
the button contact portion 187 and the hinge pin. More spe-
cifically, the mechanical advantage (MA) provided by the
lever 180 is approximately equal to the length (L, ) divided by
the length (L.,), or MA=L,,/L,. In the illustrated embodiment,
the lever 180 is configured such that the force (F,) applied to
the button 30 is approximately four times greater than the
force (F,) applied by the user (ie., L;=~4L,). As discussed
above, this feature is especially advantageous for users that
are not able or do not wish to use a relatively large amount of
force to open the stopper 110 of the beverage container clo-
sure 10.

Venting Mechanism

As discussed above, when a hot liquid (e.g., coffee, tea,
etc.) is stored in the beverage container 8 with the lid 10
secured thereto so that a seal is formed between the interior of
the beverage container and the exterior environment, the pres-
sure inside the beverage container may build. Due to this
pressure, there is a potential for hot liquid or gas to spray or
otherwise be expelled from the drinking opening 64 in the lid
10 when it is opened by a user (e.g., when drinking from the
beverage container 8). To prevent this, in some embodiments,
the vent seal 28, the button tunnel 25, the actuating member
130, and the stopper 110 are configured to together provide a
venting mechanism (referenced generally by the numeral 200
in FIG. 13B) that prevents the spray of liquid or gas from the
drinking opening 64 of the lid 10 when the lid is opened by a
user.

The operation of the venting mechanism 200 is now
described with reference to FIGS. 13B, 13C, and 13D, which
show sectional views of the lid 10 taken substantially along
the line 13B-13B of FIG. 13A, when the button 30 is not
depressed by a user applying a force to the lever 180 (FIG.

25

40

45

8

13B), when the button is partially depressed (FIG. 13C), and
when the button is fully depressed (FIG. 13D). In FIG. 13B,
the vent seal 28 and the stopper 110 are both in a sealed
position. In FIG. 13C, the vent seal 28 is in a venting or open
position, and the stopper 110 remains in the sealed position.
In FIG. 13D, the vent seal 28 and the stopper 110 are both in
the open position.

As shown in FIG. 13B, when the button 30 is not being
depressed by the lever 180, the stopper seal 102 is in contact
with the stopper seal engagement portion 68 that defines the
drinking opening 64 of the main body 12. In this regard, when
the stopper 100 is in the closed position shown in FIG. 13B,
the stopper seal 102 is pressed against the stopper seal
engagement portion 68 of the main body 12 by the biasing
member 144 to provide a fluid-tight seal between the con-
tainer 8 to which the lid 10 is attached and the environment.
Further, the vent seal 28 is disposed around the base portion
140A of the rod 140 and outward of an innermost edge 27 of
the circumferential wall 26, such that it is positioned inside
the button tunnel 25 to provide a fluid-tight seal between the
environment and the hollow interior region 36 of the main
body 12.

FIG. 13C depicts the 1lid 10 when the button 30 is partially
depressed. As can be appreciated, the button 30 may be
moved into this partially depressed position of FIG. 13C as a
user moves the lever 180 between the non-depressed position
shown in FIG. 13B and the fully depressed position shown in
FIG. 13D. In this partially depressed position, the vent seal 28
has been displaced inward by a sufficient amount so that it is
positioned inward of the edge 27 of the circumferential wall
26, outside the button tunnel 25, such that an air gap 39 is
formed that allows for the passage of air between the outer
environment and the hollow interior portion 36 of the main
body 12.

Itis noted that the actuating member 130 is configured such
that the first and second cam surfaces 133A and 133B are
aligned over the surfaces surface 122A of the cam follower
119A and the surface 122B of the cam follower 119B of the
first and second cam follower 119 A and 119B, respectively, in
a manner such that the first and second cam surfaces do not
engage the first and second cam follower surfaces, respec-
tively, to move the stopper 110 in a downward direction until
the button 30 has been moved inward sufficiently for the vent
seal 28 to exit the button tunnel 25 and for the air gap 39 to be
formed. Thus, during operation when a user depresses the
lever 180 to move the button 30 inward, the vent seal 28 is
opened before the drinking opening 64 is opened. Accord-
ingly, any pressure that has built up within the beverage
container 8 will be released through the air gap 39 when the
user depresses the lever 180. This configuration prevents the
possibility of air or liquid being expelled or sprayed out of the
drinking opening 64, since the drinking opening is only
opened after the air gap 39 has formed and the pressure within
the container has equalized.

FIG. 13D illustrates the condition when a user has fully
depressed the lever 180, which causes the actuating member
130 to be displaced even further than shown in FIG. 13C in an
inward, substantially horizontal direction. As the actuating
member 130 is displaced, the first and second cam surfaces
133 A and 133B of'the actuating member 130 slidably engage
the surfaces 122A and 122B of the first and second cam
followers 119A and 119B, respectively, as described above.
As the stopper 110 is moved in a downward direction, the gap
38 is formed between the stopper seal 102 and the stopper seal
engagement portion 68 of the main body 12 such that fluid
may pass through the drinking opening 64 when the beverage
container 8 is tilted. As shown, the air gap 39 is also present
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when the button 30 is in the fully depressed position shown in
FIG. 13D. In additional to providing venting capability
immediately when the 1id 10 is first opened by a user, the air
gap 39 also allows fluid to pass through the drinking opening
64 more freely as the user drinks from the beverage container
8.

As can be appreciated, the assembly described above may
be disassembled by a user for cleaning if desired. As may best
be viewed in FIGS. 10 and 12, a user may simply unscrew the
stopper cover 150 from the stopper cover engagement portion
22 of the main body 12 using the handles 157, which will
release the stopper 110 and the stopper cap 170, the stopper
cover 150, and the stopper biasing member 144 from the
hollow interior region 36 of the main body. Once these com-
ponents have been cleaned, the user may then reassemble the
lid 10 by first inserting the stopper 110 back into the hollow
interior region 36 of the main body 12. Then, the user may
position the stopper-biasing member 144 over the rod 161 of
the stopper cover 150, and threadably connect the engage-
ment portion 162 of the stopper cover with the stopper cover
engagement portion 22 of the main body 12, thereby securing
the stopper 110 within the hollow interior portion 36 of the
main body.

Further, since both the actuating member 130 and the stop-
per 110 are biased by the button-biasing member 32 and the
stopper-biasing member 144, respectively, the stopper 110
automatically returns to the sealed or closed position (shown
in FIG. 13B) once the user removes pressure from the lever
180. In this regard, the user may open and drink from the
beverage container 8 shown in FIG. 1 to which the lid 10 is
attached using one hand by simply pressing the lever 180
inward with a finger of the hand holding the container while
consuming a beverage and releasing the lever thereafter to
automatically reseal the container. As can be appreciated, the
ability to open, drink from, and close a container using only
one hand may be desirable for various active users including
bicyclists, hikers, drivers, and the like.

The foregoing described embodiments depict different
components contained within, or connected with, different
other components. It is to be understood that such depicted
architectures are merely exemplary, and that in fact many
other architectures can be implemented which achieve the
same functionality. In a conceptual sense, any arrangement of
components to achieve the same functionality is effectively
“associated” such that the desired functionality is achieved.
Hence, any two components herein combined to achieve a
particular functionality can be seen as “associated with” each
other such that the desired functionality is achieved, irrespec-
tive of architectures or intermedial components. Likewise,
any two components so associated can also be viewed as
being “operably connected”, or “operably coupled”, to each
other to achieve the desired functionality.

While particular embodiments of the present invention
have been shown and described, it will be obvious to those
skilled in the art that, based upon the teachings herein,
changes and modifications may be made without departing
from this invention and its broader aspects and, therefore, the
appended claims are to encompass within their scope all such
changes and modifications as are within the true spirit and
scope of this invention. Furthermore, it is to be understood
that the invention is solely defined by the appended claims. It
will be understood by those within the art that, in general,
terms used herein, and especially in the appended claims
(e.g., bodies of the appended claims) are generally intended
as “open” terms (e.g., the term “including” should be inter-
preted as “including but not limited to,” the term “having”
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should be interpreted as “having at least,” the term “includes”
should be interpreted as “includes but is not limited to,” etc.).

It will be further understood by those within the art that if

a specific number of an introduced claim recitation is
intended, such an intent will be explicitly recited in the claim,
and in the absence of such recitation no such intent is present.
For example, as an aid to understanding, the following
appended claims may contain usage of the introductory
phrases “at least one” and “one or more” to introduce claim
recitations. However, the use of such phrases should not be
construed to imply that the introduction of a claim recitation
by the indefinite articles “a” or “an” limits any particular
claim containing such introduced claim recitation to inven-
tions containing only one such recitation, even when the same
claim includes the introductory phrases “one or more” or “at
least one” and indefinite articles such as “a” or “an” (e.g., “a”
and/or “an” should typically be interpreted to mean “at least
one” or “one or more”); the same holds true for the use of
definite articles used to introduce claim recitations. In addi-
tion, even if a specific number of an introduced claim recita-
tion is explicitly recited, those skilled in the art will recognize
that such recitation should typically be interpreted to mean at
least the recited number (e.g., the bare recitation of “two
recitations,” without other modifiers, typically means at least
two recitations, or two or more recitations).

Accordingly, the invention is not limited except as by the

appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A lid for use with a drinking vessel containing a liquid,

comprising:

a main body selectively couplable to the drinking vessel,
the main body including an upper portion having a
drinking opening configured to permit fluid passage
therethrough when the lid is coupled to the drinking
vessel, the main body further including a sidewall hav-
ing an actuating member opening formed by an actuat-
ing member opening wall that extends through the side-
wall;

a stopper movably coupled to the main body and config-
ured for upward displacement into a closed position
wherein the stopper engages a portion of the main body
and covers the drinking opening to prevent fluid passage
therethrough, and downward displacement into an
opened position wherein the stopper is spaced apart
from the portion of the main body to allow fluid passage
through the drinking opening, the stopper having a cam
follower;

an actuating member extending through the actuating
member opening, the actuating member being movably
coupled to the main body, the actuating member being
movable inward and outward, and having a cam surface
positioned to slidably engage the cam follower of the
stopper during inward movement of the actuating mem-
ber to cause the cam surface to move the cam follower
downward which moves the stopper to the opened posi-
tion, and being positioned such that during outward
movement of the actuating member the cam surface
permits the cam follower to move upward which moves
the stopper to the closed position;

a seal member coupled to the actuating member and posi-
tioned within the actuating member opening between
the actuating member and the actuating member open-
ing wall when the actuating member is disposed in an
outward position to provide a fluid-tight seal that pre-
vents fluid passage through the actuating member open-
ing, and as the actuating member is moved inward the
seal member moves inward to a position at least partially
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out of the actuating member opening to break the fluid-
tight seal prior to the cam surface moving the cam fol-
lower downward which moves the stopper to the opened
position; and

a lever rotatably coupled to the main body and configured
wherein when a first force is applied to the lever, the
lever is operative to apply a second force to the actuating
member to cause the actuating member to move inward.

2. The lid of claim 1, wherein the lever is coupled to the
main body by a hinge and is configured to receive the first
force at a first portion of the lever spaced apart from the hinge
and is configured to apply the second force to the actuating
member at a second portion of the lever positioned between
the hinge and the first portion.

3. The lid of claim 2, wherein the first portion is positioned
relative to the second portion such that the second force is
greater than the first force.

4. The lid of claim 1, further comprising:

a stopper biasing member coupled to the stopper and con-
figured to bias the stopper upward into the closed posi-
tion in response to outward movement of the actuating
member; and

an actuating member biasing member operatively coupled
to the actuating member and configured to bias the actu-
ating member to move outward and allow the stopper
biasing member to move the stopper upward into the
closed position.

5. The 1lid of claim 1, wherein the actuating member is
biased toward the outward position and the stopper is biased
toward the closed position.

6. The 1id of claim 1, further comprising:

a button disposed on the sidewall of the main body, the
button being coupled to the actuating member such that
pressing on the button moves the actuating member
inward, wherein the lever is configured to apply the
second force to the button when in the actuating position
and the first force is applied to the lever.

7. A 1id for use with a drinking vessel containing a liquid,

comprising:

a main body selectively couplable to the drinking vessel,
the main body including an upper portion having a
drinking opening configured to permit fluid passage
therethrough when the lid is coupled to the drinking
vessel, the main body further including a sidewall hav-
ing an actuating member opening formed by an actuat-
ing member opening wall that extends through the side-
wall;

a stopper movably coupled to the main body and config-
ured for upward displacement into a closed position
wherein the stopper engages a portion of the main body
and covers the drinking opening to prevent fluid passage
therethrough, and downward displacement into an
opened position wherein the stopper is spaced apart
from the portion of the main body to allow fluid passage
through the drinking opening, the stopper having first
and second cam followers spaced apart from each other;

an actuating member extending through the actuating
member opening, the actuating member being movably
coupled to the main body, the actuating member being
movable inward and outward, and having first and sec-
ond cam surfaces spaced apart from each other, the first
and second cam followers of the stopper being posi-
tioned to be slidably engaged by the first and second cam
surfaces of the actuating member, respectively, during
inward movement of the actuating member to move the
first and second cam followers downward which moves
the stopper to the opened position, and being positioned
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such that during outward movement of the actuating
member the first and second cam surfaces permit the first
and second cam followers to move upward which moves
the stopper to the closed position;

a seal member coupled to the actuating member and posi-
tioned within the actuating member opening between
the actuating member and the actuating member open-
ing wall when the actuating member is disposed in an
outward position to provide a fluid-tight seal that pre-
vents fluid passage through the actuating member open-
ing, and as the actuating member is moved inward the
seal member moves inward to a position at least partially
out of the actuating member opening to break the fluid-
tight seal prior to the first and second cam surfaces
moving the first and second cam followers downward
which moves the stopper to the opened position; and

a lever rotatably coupled to the main body and configured
wherein when a first force is applied to the lever, the
lever is operative to apply a second force to the actuating
member to cause the actuating member to move inward.

8. The drinking vessel and lid assembly of claim 7, wherein

the lever is coupled to the main body by a hinge and is
configured to receive the first force at a first portion of the
lever spaced apart from the hinge and is configured to apply
the second force to the actuating member at a second portion
of'thelever positioned between the hinge and the first portion.
9. The drinking vessel and lid assembly of claim 8, wherein
the first portion is positioned relative to the second portion
such that the second force is greater than the first force.

10. The drinking vessel and lid assembly of claim 7, further

comprising:

a button disposed on a sidewall portion of the main body,
the button being coupled to the actuating member such
that pressing on the button moves the actuating member
inward, wherein the lever is configured to apply the
second force to the button when in the actuating position
and the first force is applied to the lever.

11. A lid for use with a drinking vessel containing a liquid,

comprising:

a main body selectively couplable to the drinking vessel,
the main body including an upper portion having a
drinking opening configured to permit fluid passage
therethrough when the lid is coupled to the drinking
vessel, the main body further including a sidewall hav-
ing an actuating member opening formed by an actuat-
ing member opening wall that extends through the side-
wall;

a stopper movably coupled to the main body and config-
ured for upward displacement into a closed position
wherein the stopper engages a portion of the main body
and covers the drinking opening to prevent fluid passage
therethrough, and downward displacement into an
opened position wherein the stopper is spaced apart
from the portion of the main body to allow fluid passage
through the drinking opening, the stopper having a stop-
per engagement portion comprising one of a cam surface
and a cam follower;

an actuating member extending through the actuating
member opening, the actuating member being movably
coupled to the main body, the actuating member being
movable inward and outward, and having an actuating
member engagement portion comprising the other ofthe
cam surface and the cam follower, the actuating member
engagement portion of the actuating member being posi-
tioned to slidably engage the stopper engagement por-
tion of the stopper during inward movement of the actu-
ating member to cause the actuating member
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engagement portion to move the stopper engagement
portion downward which moves the stopper to the
opened position, and being positioned such that during
outward movement of the actuating member the actuat-
ing member engagement portion permits the stopper
engagement portion to move upward which moves the
stopper to the closed position;

a seal member coupled to the actuating member and posi-
tioned within the actuating member opening between
the actuating member and the actuating member open-
ing wall when the actuating member is disposed in an
outward position to provide a fluid-tight seal that pre-
vents fluid passage through the actuating member open-
ing, and as the actuating member is moved inward, the
seal member moves inward to a position whereat the
fluid-tight seal between the seal member and the actuat-
ing member opening wall is broken prior to the actuating
member engagement portion moving the stopper
engagement portion downward sufficiently to move the
stopper to the opened position; and
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a lever rotatably coupled to the main body and configured
wherein when a first force is applied to the lever, the
lever is operative to apply a second force to the actuating
member to cause the actuating member to move inward.

12. The lid of claim 11, further comprising:

a button disposed on a sidewall portion of the main body,
the button being coupled to the actuating member such
that pressing on the button moves the actuating member
inward, wherein the lever is configured to apply the
second force to the button when the first force is applied
to the lever.

13. The lid of claim 11, wherein the lever is coupled to the
main body by a hinge and is configured to receive the first
force at a first portion of the lever spaced apart from the hinge
and is configured to apply the second force to the actuating
member at a second portion of the lever positioned between
the hinge and the first portion.
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